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WASTE MANAGEMENT RULES WEBINARS

A

We're hard at work getting ready to implement the newly adopted
Chapter 4 Rules on oil and gas waste management that will take effect
onlJuly 1, 2025.

In preparation, the agency will be conducting webinars throughout April
to help operators know about what changes are coming with these new
rules.

RRC Technical Permitting Staff will host four 90-minute sessions
covering the following topics:

« Session One, entitled Chapter 4 Overview,will be held at 9 a.m.on
Wednesday, April 2, 2025. This session will highlight what’s to come
when the newly adopted rules go into effect.

« Session Two, entitled Authorized Pits, will be held at 9 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 9, 2025. This session will cover authorized pit
registration, review of the proposed Authorized Pit Registration
form, and the changes for produced water recycling pits.

« Session Three, entitled Permitting Session 1, will be held at 9 a.m.
on Wednesday, April 16,2025. This session will discuss additional
requirements for permitted pits, changes to Notice, and the
proposed form revisions for applications.

« Session Four, entitled Permitting Session 2, will be held at 9 a.m.
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025. This final session will provide insight
into waste transportation, compliance, and a look at the proposed
new and revised forms and templates.

Operators are encouraged to email their Chapter 4 questions to
askaboutchptr4@rrc.texas.gov before the scheduled webinars.

MORE INFO AND REGISTRATION


https://rrc.texas.gov/news/121724-rrc-adopts-major-new-oil-and-gas-waste-management-rules/
mailto:askaboutchptr4%40rrc.texas.gov?subject=
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/announcements/031825-webinars-on-chapter-4-rules-and-form-revisions/

REGAP: RRC'S WINTER WEATHER

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

It was a busy winter season for staff from
different RRC divisions that are critical for
weather emergencies.

RRC safety officers manned the State
Operations Center (SOC) for multiple
emergencies this winter, which, in typical
Texas fashion, were not limited to just cold
snaps!

The RRC Safety and Emergency Management
team staffed SOC for more than 270

hours since this past January for freezing
temperatures, high winds and wildfire danger.

At the SOC, safety officers work closely

with the Texas Department of Emergency
Management, the Public Utility Commission
and other partner agencies across the state
supporting natural gas supply chain readiness
during emergencies.



In addition to the teamwork the RRC engages in
at the SOC, the Critical Infrastructure Division’s
(CID) weatherization inspections are crucial

to help ensure the uninterrupted supply of

gas from wellheads to homes and electricity
generators during emergencies. This winter
season, CID has conducted more than 6,270
inspections at critical natural gas facilities
which ensure the facilities can operate when
freezing temperatures grip the state.

Texans can be assured that the RRC undertakes
all necessary steps, externally and internally, to
protect Texans during emergencies, as has been

the case so far in 2025.

* Np x
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DOI AUDI

RECOGNIZES RRC SUCCESS

WITH WELL PLUGGING GRANTS

The U.S. Department of the Interior Office
of the Inspector General has released

an audit report showing the Railroad
Commission of Texas successfully used
federal grant funding for orphaned well
plugging and complied with all related
laws and regulations.

The RRC utilized its 40 years of well
plugging expertise to expend a $25
million Initial Grant from the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) passed by
Congress. The agency plugged more than
760 orphaned wells through the Initial
Grant.

The Inspector General concluded that “We
found that the State of Texas properly
expended IlIJA orphaned well initial

grant funds and fulfilled program goals

in accordance with applicable laws,

ENERGY NEWS

Federal regulations, and grant terms...We
make no recommendations as there are
not reportable findings.” The audit also
noted that the RRC “performs enhanced
monitoring on all the contractual work
performed on the well-plugging using

[IJA funds” submitting daily reports on

all completed work and costs as well as
performing three levels of review to ensure
invoice accuracy.

The majority of oil and gas wells that are
no longer producing are plugged by the
responsible operators. If an operator is non-
compliant or goes out of business the well
is considered orphaned, and the Railroad
Commission administers a program to

plug the wells. The IlJA grats supplement
state funds that are used annually to plug
orphaned wells across the state.



The RRCis now utilizing the first phase of
IIJA Formula Grants to plug wells. However,
the formula grants include administrative
hurdles that are not specified in the IlJA,
such as reviews of Endangered Species

Act compliance and compliance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, that
significantly delay plugging projects. In
fact, in the first 12 months of the IlJA
Formula Grant, the RRC plugged 45 percent
fewer wells using federal funds than were
plugged during the first 12 months of the
[IJA Initial Grant due to the reviews.

“We are proud to remain a leader in well
plugging efforts nationwide and look
forward to working with the new Secretary
of the Interior to expeditiously plug wells
in Texas,” said RRC Executive Director

Wei Wang. “

According to a recent Interstate Oil

and Gas Compact Commission study,
thanks to RRC’s robust state managed
plugging program, Texas has seen one
of the lowest increases in orphaned well
population. We would urge our federal
partners to examine and remove the

red tape implemented by the previous
program staff. Texas stands ready and we
are more than capable of accomplishing
this important work efficiently.”

A copy of the Department of the Interior
Inspector General Report can be found on
the DOI website.

READ THE DOI INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT

ENERGY NEWS



https://www.doioig.gov/reports/audit/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-orphaned-well-initial-grant-awarded-state

RRC SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT
ON OIL & GAS MONITORING AND
ENFORGEMENT PLAN

In 2017, the Texas Legislature directed the Railroad Commission of Texas to
develop an annual plan to assess the most effective use of its limited resources
to ensure public safety and minimize damage to the environment.

Each year the RRC publishes a monitoring plan to define the agency’s strategic
priorities for monitoring oil and gas activities and enforcing regulations across
the state. The purpose of this plan is to define and communicate the Oil and
Gas Division’s strategic priorities for its monitoring and enforcement efforts to
protect communities and the environment.

The plan includes the agency’s extensive field operations activities such as well
inspections, orphaned well pluggings and site remediations. Also, information
related to technical permit monitoring and administrative compliance
enforcement is detailed in the plan

For the FY 2026 Plan, the Commission seeks feedback from stakeholders in
the development of action items that will address the totality of oil and gas
monitoring and enforcement activities.

Members of the public are invited to submit their feedback online to assist
in developing this important plan. The deadline for feedback is 5 p.m. on
Wednesday April 16, 2025.

READ MORE INFORMATION
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https://www.rrc.texas.gov/announcements/032025-stakeholder-input-for-the-oil-and-gas-monitoring-and-enforcement-plan/




Commissioner
Christian

COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER

This month Commissioner Christian traveled to Floresville
and Longview to speak to Texans about the importance

of Texas oil and gas and the vital mission of the Railroad
Commission. In Longview, the Commissioner spoke at the 14th
annual Northeast Texas Energy Summit.

“Former President Biden’s Green New Deal subsidies are

still law and will spend trillions on so-called ‘green’ energy
projects. It's a new day for American oil and gas under
President Trump, but we still must keep the pressure on
fighting the radical environmentalist fantasy that is Net Zero.”
-Commissioner Christian

You can read more here.

The Commissioner also put out two press releases, with on
championing EPA Administrator Zeldin’s Red Tape Rollback
and Reconsideration of Obama-era Greenhouse Gas Ruling
and the other celebrating President Trump and Congressman
Pfluger’s Repeal of Biden Natural Gas Tax.


https://www.news-journal.com/texas-energy-summit-spotlights-oil-gas-co2-debates/article_5c9d9fc2-ddf0-5761-b1ee-fbe24a245a5d.html
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/031325-christian-statement-on-epa-rollback/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/031325-christian-statement-on-epa-rollback/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/031725-wc-cra-methane-tax/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/031725-wc-cra-methane-tax/




Commissioner
Wright

COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER

In March, Commissioner Wright spent significant time

at the Texas Capitol discussing legislation and policy
proposals under consideration by the House and Senate.
During one such visit, Commissioner Wright was

pleased to meet with Texas Farm Bureau State Directors
alongside House Energy Resources Chairman Drew
Darby to discuss the work of the Railroad Commission
and the Texas Legislature to address issues important
to Texas landowners, including efforts to reduce the
orphan well population.






0 i l & G
P View monthly production totals of crude oil,
P ro d u Ct I O n condensate and total oil; and of gas well gas,

casinghead gas, and total natural gas.
Statisti

( VIEW CURRENT PRODUCTION STATISTICS » )

E n fo rce m e n t The Commission has primary oversight and
* enforcement of the state’s oil and gas industry
C I O n s and intrastate pipeline safety. View RRC’s Latest

Enforcement Actions here.

( VIEW LATEST ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS » )

®
I u b l I C G I S The Public GIS Viewer allows users to view oil,
V. gas and pipeline data in a map view.

( LAUNCH THE PUBLIC GIS VIEWER » )



https://www.rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-gas/research-and-statistics/production-data/texas-monthly-oil-gas-production/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/032725-march-enforcement-actions-press-release/
https://gis.rrc.texas.gov/gisviewer/
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